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“The important thing is not to stop questioning.
Curiosity has its own reason for existing.”

— Albert Einstein
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Message from the Pro Vice Chancellor

UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus

Ei
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,

May is a month of blossoming — in nature, in ambition, and in the human spirit. It is the month when seeds sown with
sacrifice begin to break through the soil and reach for light. | find it deeply symbolic that we gather our thoughts and
renew our purpose in this season of becoming.

This year, as | walk the corridors of our campus and see the faces of our students — young men and women carrying
within them the dreams of entire families, entire communities — | am reminded of something simple yet profound: we
are not merely an institution. We are a promise. A promise that potential will be met with opportunity, and that effort
will be answered with excellence.

The world beyond these walls is changing faster than any textbook can keep pace with. Artificial intelligence is
rewriting industries. Climate change is demanding new engineers, new thinkers, new statesmen. The geopolitical
landscape is shifting, and the nations that will lead tomorrow are those investing in the minds of their youth today.
Bangladesh stands at a remarkable crossroads in this story — a nation of more than 170 million people, growing in
confidence, in capability, and in global ambition.

At UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus, we refuse to be spectators to this moment. We intend to be the
architects.

Dear students,

I want to speak to you not from behind a podium, but from one human being to another. The most dangerous thing you
can do at this stage of your life is to confuse the map for the territory — to mistake a degree certificate for the
destination. A certificate tells the world you showed up. What you do next tells the world who you are.

Cultivate curiosity as fiercely as you cultivate grades. Ask the uncomfortable questions. Stay in the conversation even
when it becomes difficult. Some of the greatest breakthroughs in science, in business, in governance — were born not
from comfort, but from the courage to sit with uncertainty and wrestle it into clarity.

A university's true strength is measured in the bonds between its faculty, its staff, and its students. A single thread can
be easily broken, but a thousand threads, woven together are unbreakable. Together, we will weave a fabric strong
enough to support our highest aspirations.

And do not underestimate the power of character. In an age where artificial intelligence can write, code, analyse, and
design — the one thing it cannot replicate is the integrity with which a human being makes a choice under pressure.
Your values are your most enduring competitive advantage. Cherish protect them.

To our esteemed faculty and staff,

You are the quiet architects of the futures you may never see completed. Every lecture prepared with care, every
student guided through doubt, every piece of feedback offered with honesty and compassion — these are not small
acts. They are the invisible load-bearing pillars of a nation's progress. | honour your dedication and | ask you to
continue showing up with the same fire that brought you to this vocation.
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In the months ahead, we will be deepening our research initiatives, strengthening industry partnerships, and expanding
our commitment to academic excellence that is not just internationally recognised, but locally meaningful. We build
global standards not to leave Bangladesh behind — but to bring Bangladesh forward.

| close with the words of a thought that has stayed with me: the tallest trees do not grow in sheltered greenhouses —
they grow where the wind is strongest, where the roots must go deeper to hold firm. Embrace the challenge of this
season. Let it not weaken you, but root you deeper in your purpose.

May this month of May 2026 mark not just a point on the calendar, but a turning point in your story.

Dhonnobad.
Thank you.

——,

Dr. Mohd Kushairi Bin Mohd Rajuddin
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Message from the Registrar

UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus

Dear Students, Faculty Members, and the UCSI Community,
Warm greetings and welcome to the May 2026 semester at UCSI University Bangladesh.

The start of this academic term brings renewed energy, aspirations, and opportunities for learning
and growth. As we begin this semester, it is encouraging to see the continued enthusiasm,
dedication, and collaboration that define our vibrant academic community.

To our new students, | extend a sincere welcome to the UCSI family. You are joining a dynamic
institution committed to academic excellence, innovation, and the holistic development of its
students. To our returning students, welcome back. Your commitment to learning and personal
growth plays an important role in strengthening the academic environment of our university.

This ‘UCSI Horizon’ highlights the many achievements, initiatives, and activities that take place
within our university. It reflects the collective efforts of our students, faculty members, and
administrative staff who work together to uphold high standards in education, research, and
student support.

As a Registrar, | would like to encourage all members of our community to make the most of the
opportunities available this semester. Through dedication, collaboration, and integrity, we can
continue to foster an academic culture that promotes excellence, innovation, and mutual respect.

| wish everyone a productive, successful, and fulfilling semester ahead.

Warm regards,

Professor Shah Samiur Rashid, PhD




Editorial

Welcome to UCSI Horizon, the May 2026 edition! As you turn these pages, you will encounter creative pieces
that demonstrate the intellectual curiosity of our students.

In today’'s world, language is a means of shaping perspectives and building connections. Effective
communication requires not only clarity of thought but also an ability to engage with diverse audiences - skills
necessary in both personal and professional life. Whether through prose pieces, reviews, creative writing
allows us to explore human experiences and transform ideas into meaningful expressions that resonate with
others beyond our immediate reality. Reading these broadens our understanding of different viewpoints. At a
time when artificial intelligence (Al) is becoming increasingly ingrained into our daily lives, assisting us in
generating information and problem solving, but the ability to think critically is always a matter of the human
mind, which will continue to distinguish us.

Creativity being unlimited to artistic pursuits helps approach such challenges. Therefore, the works featured
here reflect these qualities, showcasing how creativity flourishes when students are encouraged to explore,
question, and express themselves freely.

| extend my sincere appreciation to all contributors, faculty members, and members of the editorial team
whose dedication has made this publication possible. Their efforts have helped create a platform where
voices can be heard, ideas can be shared, and creativity can be celebrated.

| invite you to engage with the diverse perspectives presented in this edition and to reflect on the power of
language, literature, and creative expression in shaping both individual growth and collective progress.

Maimuna Shafiqul Islam

Lecturer,

Faculty of Social Sciences and Liberal Arts

{'  UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus
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Editorial

We are really happy to bring you the May 2026 edition of UCSI Horizon. This magazine shows how much the
UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus community cares about learning and thinking deeply about
issues.

Going to university is not about just sitting in a classroom. Universities are places where people discover
things and think about big questions that affect our world.
In this edition we have articles that show how curious and smart our students are.

These days technology is changing fast. There is so much to learn. So it is really important to be able to look
into things, think about what you find and tell others about it. The articles featured in this issue encourage
readers to explore complex topics and engage with contemporary issues through a scholarly lens.

| want to give thanks to the students who wrote the articles, the teachers who helped them, the people who
edited the magazine and the people who published it. Everyone worked hard to make this magazine happen.
The collective efforts of everyone have created a platform that celebrates academic achievement and
encourages a culture of lifelong learning.

To our students, UCSI Horizon is a reflection of how much you want to learn and think about different ideas.
We hope this edition makes you want to keep exploring and talking about different issues.

We hope you like reading this issue. That it encourages further exploration and scholarly excellence.

Happy reading.

Ahmed Bin Kader Oni

Lecturer,

Faculty of Social Sciences and Liberal Arts
UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus
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Message from the Club President (Social Sciences and Liberal Arts Club)

As we welcome another issue of UCSI Horizon, | am reminded of how important
curiosity and artistic thinking are within a university community. The pages of this
magazine reflect the diverse voices and perspectives that make our campus lively and
unique. Each creative contribution in this issue represents a student willing to share
their perception of our campus experiences.

Initiatives like UCSI Horizon remind us that learning is beyond just studying textbooks
in the class because it evolves through analyzing the real world critically and working
on how it can be improved. This way of learning is shown in the stories we tell and the
perspectives we exchange with one another through this magazine.

| would like to extend my appreciation to the editorial team and every contributor who
helped bring this issue to life. Their dedication ensures that this platform continues to
inspire thoughtful discussion and creative expression across our university.

To every reader, | hope these pages encourage you to stay curious and never hesitate
to share your voice.

Here's to another meaningful issue and to the ideas that will continue shaping our
academic community!

m Abida Afsara Golondaz
- _:a Student Editor, UCSI Horizon
— ID: 1702500229
‘“‘ . UCSI University Bangladesh Branch Campus
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Title: A Moving Burden of Time
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Mariya Hossain Manila
May 2026 Semester
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in
Business Administration
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Title: Blooming Through Knowledge




Description:

Books have the power to shape the way we see the world. In this artwork, the
books covering the girl's eyes symbolize how knowledge influences our
thoughts, perspectives, and understanding. The colorful flowers growing
from the books represent creativity, dreams, and personal growth that
develop through learning. The open book with the words "Aspire to Inspire"
reflects the belief that education is not only about gaining knowledge but
also about using it to inspire and uplift others. This piece celebrates the
beautiful connection between learning, imagination, and self discovery.

Sumaiya Farzana Khandaker
January 2025 Semester

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Business
Administration
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Title: Beyond the Pages
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Description:

This artwork captures the feeling of getting lost in a good book. The girl
stepping through the open book symbolizes the journey readers take

when they enter new worlds through stories and knowledge. The rainbow
and bright sky represent hope, imagination, and endless possibilities, while
the dark background highlights how books can bring light, color, and
inspiration into our lives. The artwork reminds us that every book is more
than just pages it is a doorway to adventure, learning, and new perspectives.

Sumaiya Farzana Khandaker
January 2025 Semester

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Business
Administration
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Title: Capturing The Cosmic Eye

The Helix Nebula, captured by Sohanur Rohman on September 15, 2023, from Pabna, Bangladesh.

Description:

That sleepless night was filled with pure excitement. Standing on my rooftop
with the Unistellar Equinox telescope, | was attempting to capture a
deep-space nebula, an enormous cloud of dust and gas that serves as a
celestial nursery or the remnant of a dying star.

After a period of meticulous calibration, the Helix Nebula finally emerged.
Renowned for its haunting, eye-like structure, it is often poetically referred to
as the Eye of God. Capturing an object of this magnitude from within the
urban landscape of Bangladesh presents a formidable set of challenges.
Between the pervasive light pollution, unpredictable atmospheric conditions,
and the structural obstructions of a growing city, the window for clear
observation is frequently narrow.
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The Helix Nebula is situated approximately 650 light-years from Earth, making
it one of the closest and most brilliant planetary nebulae to our solar system.
Successfully documenting such a distant cosmic phenomenon was more
than a technical achievement; it was an exhilarating experience that
highlighted the resilience required in modern amateur astronomy.

Sohanur Rohman

January 2026 Semester

Faculty of Computer Science and
Digital Innovation
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Title: Sunset Through the Glass
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Description:

A dramatic sunset captured through a rain-speckled car window. Water droplets
on the glass create a dreamy, bokeh-like effect, while the sky blazes with golden
and amber hues beneath a swirling canopy of clouds. Silhouetted trees and a
distant transmission tower frame the lush green landscape below.

Maliha Tasnim

May 2026 Semester

BA (Hons) Fashion Designing
with Marketing
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Title: The Jute Worker
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Description:

A candid and deeply human portrait of a woman in a faded pink sari, crouched
low and working with bundles of raw jute stalks on a wet surface. Large sheaves
of jute stand propped behind her under an overcast sky. A blue sign on the wall
behind her marks the location, rooting this scene of rural labor firmly in
Bangladesh.

Maliha Tasnim

May 2026 Semester

BA (Hons) Fashion Designing
with Marketing
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Title: Monsoon Sky

Description:

An expansive landscape photograph dominated by a vast, dramatic sky filled with
layered cumulus clouds against deep blue. Power lines converge diagonally across
the frame, adding geometric tension to the natural scene. Below, sunlit yellow-
green vegetation and a distant tree-line anchor the composition — a celebration
of the breathtaking skies of the Bengal monsoon season.

Maliha Tasnim

May 2026 Semester

BA (Hons) Fashion Designing
with Marketing
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Title: The Devil Wears Prada 2: A Commentary on
the State of Print Media Today

When it comes to sequels these days, people fear their beloved movies
will get turned into Hollywood cash grabs. Like many, this was my fear
with the Devil Wears Prada sequel. While parts of the film still feel
unnecessary or overly nostalgic, | found myself unexpectedly drawn to

its commentary on the decline of print media and the shifting landscape
of journalism. The original movie captivated me as it showed a world of
glamourized magazines and the exclusive chaos of fashion journalism. But
the sequel reminded me of today’s landscape where a stable editorial job
is almost unattainable.

In the original Devil Wears Prada, we see Andrea “Andy” Sachs, played by
Anne Hathoway, enter a world she was not familiar with. It was a
‘fish-out-of-water’ story as we watched Andy evolve from a clueless
outsider to a confident figure who could survive the world of ‘Runway’. In
the sequel, Andy returns to Runway, but Runway is no longer presented as
an untouchable symbol of power. Rather we see the publication
struggling to keep up with the demands of the digital world. The shift is
immediately visible when we look at Meryl Streep’s character, Miranda
Priestly. Miranda was portrayed as untouchable and intimidating, but in
the sequel, we can see her struggling to adapt to change. The sequel
shows Miranda navigating financial decline and seeking support from
former assistant Emily Charlton, played by Emily Blunt, now positioned
within the corporate luxury world that holds the power Runway
desperately needs. This reversal of power reflects the reality of modern
media as editorial prestige alone is no longer enough. At the same

time, Andy represents a generation of journalists forced to adapt. In
today’s media environment, writers are expected not only to report, but to
constantly market themselves online and survive unstable industries
shaped by layoffs and shrinking publications. One discussion of the film
describes Andy learning that her entire journalism team has been laid off,
emphasizing how precarious media careers have become in the digital
era.
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These parts of the movie remind us of how the world has changed. Over the years,
countless magazines and newspapers have either shut down completely or shifted
toward digital platforms to survive. According to the Pew Research Center, newspaper
newsroom employment in the United States has declined significantly over the past
two decades as digital media continues to dominate the industry. Social media
influencers and online creators now hold the kind of cultural influence that once
belonged to editors and publications like Runway. So, the movie captures this

change well depicting how people are struggling to adapt and beneath all the
glamour, there is real fear of becoming irrelevant in the modern era.

Tahsin Nawar
January 2025 Semester
Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communication
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The lllusion of Arr
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Description:

This piece appears to show a bluebird safely reaching a blooming branch, its wings
reveal a deeper truth—the bird is choosing to hover rather than land. It speaks to
the human tendency to linger in familiar comfort, highlighting the quiet tension
between the safety of the known and the beautiful terrors of true freedom.

Anaum Pariza
January 26 Semester
Business and Information System (BIS)

30



Title: The Illusion of Arrival

Description:

This piece appears to show a bluebird safely reaching a blooming branch, its wings
reveal a deeper truth—the bird is choosing to hover rather than land. It speaks to
the human tendency to linger in familiar comfort, highlighting the quiet tension
between the safety of the known and the beautiful terrors of true freedom.
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Anaum Pariza
January 26 Semester
Business and Information System (BIS)
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Title: Where Small Dreams Begin

Student life is often characterized as a waiting room for the future. We go to classes, meet
deadlines, take exams, and get ready for life, which exists somewhere out there in the future.
However, in the midst of all this activity, many young people start creating something of their
own.

For some, it is sports. Spending hours on the field, practicing until motion becomes second
nature. For others, it is gaming, where strategy takes over the mind. Some find themselves in
the world of painting, capturing scenes that cannot be expressed in words. Passion has many
forms, but the feeling is mutual through every medium. For me, it is baking.

There is something comforting about whisking the simple yet magical ingredients after a long
day of study. Something calming about watching batter transform in the warmth of an oven.
A picture-perfect cake brings joy but if it collapses, you learn to try again. That's the beauty of
experimenting.

But baking is only my example. The deeper truth is about choosing to care deeply about
something while still being young and uncertain. Many students today are not waiting for
permission to begin or professionalism. They open small online pages, practice skills, train
hard, or create art that may never be graded. They build quietly, between lectures and
responsibilities, their personal space.

Caring about something makes you vulnerable. When you put your heart into it, you can get
hurt. Balancing studies and what you love isn’t easy. Some days you're just tired. Some days
you start doubting yourself. But choosing to keep going, even slowly, is brave. Even small
effort counts.

Owning something changes you, even if its small. It teaches discipline without forcing it. It
demands honesty when mistakes happen. It shows how easily confidence can shake. But it
also shows how strength grows when you don’t quit. Whether it’s a cake, a painting, a game,
or finally winning after so many tries, the lesson is the same: you grow by showing up again
and again.

Perhaps what makes these passions powerful is not the outcome, but the transformation
within the person. We begin thinking we are just baking, playing, painting, or practicing.
With time, we start to see what we're really learning.
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We're learning to stay strong.
We're learning to be patient.
We're learning to keep trying, even when we'’re not sure how it will turn out.

In a world that celebrates loud success, quiet beginnings still matter. Small efforts can create
something real. Not every passion becomes a career, but every sincere try changes you.

As Steve Jobs said, “The only way to do great work is to love what you do.” And maybe that’s
enough, while you're preparing for the future, you're already growing through what you love.

Amrin Hasna Islam
September 2025 Semester
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Psychology
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Title: The Good Old Days

Why does everyone always say that things were better in the past? Almost every generation
seems convinced that the world has somehow been going downhill ever since their youth. As
a child,  used to hear the same thing from my parents and grandparents. They would tell
stories about how much simpler and better life was back then, and | found it incredibly
annoying.

Now, at twenty-one, | have caught myself doing exactly the same thing. | have unironically
complained to my younger cousins that the cartoons | grew up watching were better than
whatever they are watching now. The moment the words left my mouth, | realized | had
become the very person | used to roll my eyes at.

There is something comforting about whisking the simple yet magical ingredients after a long
day of study. Something calming about watching batter transform in the warmth of an oven.
A picture-perfect cake brings joy but if it collapses, you learn to try again. That's the beauty of
experimenting.

The reality however is that people are not particularly good at handling change and the world
is changing faster than ever before. Even people separated by only five years can have
surprisingly different childhood experiences. In some ways, that speed is remarkable. When
my grandparents were young, the idea of carrying a telephone in your pocket would have
sounded impossible. During my parents' youth, mobile phones existed but were considered
expensive luxuries. The internet was still relatively limited and technologies like video calling,
smartphones and smartwatches felt closer to science fiction than everyday reality.

Today, the idea of an adult not owning a personal phone feels unusual. At the same time, | am
often surprised by how many children grow up with tablets, smartphones and constant
internet access from an incredibly young age. When | was six, my access to the internet was
restricted to the family computer for a couple of hours a day. For many children now, personal
devices they use all day have been part of their lives for as long as they can remember.To
them, my childhood probably sounds just as strange as my grandparents' childhood sounds
to me.
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The generation gap has always existed, but technological development has accelerated it by a
mile. Innovations that once took decades now seem to arrive every few years. Growing up in
the mid-2000s, | watched entertainment move from DVDs to Blu-rays, then to streaming
services. People born only a decade earlier witnessed even more transitions, from cassette
tapes and CDs to entirely digital media.

And then there is artificial intelligence. Few technologies have transformed public
conversation as quickly as Al. In what feels like a very short period of time, it has changed the
way we create and consume information. It continues to evolve at a pace that often makes it
difficult to separate what is human-made from what is artificially generated.

Sometimes | stop and think about how much has changed within a single decade.The
YouTubers and musicians | grew up following are now considered outdated by younger
audiences. Trends that once felt unavoidable disappear almost overnight. The strangest part is
realizing that | have started referring to younger people as "kids" despite still feeling like one
myself. Meanwhile, my eight-year-old nephew already seems convinced that | belong to a
completely different era.

Time has a way of moving faster than we expect. One day you are fifteen, worried about
school exams then suddenly you look around and realize almost everything has changed and
you are twenty two. That does not seem that long until you start to notice that the celebrities
you admired are no longer at the center of popular culture. The memes everyone shared have
become outdated. Some of the television shows and movies you loved are viewed differently
today. Friends you once saw every day are scattered across different cities or even countries.
Keeping in touch becomes harder as everyone's lives grow busier.

The rule of life is that nothing stays exactly the same. That is usually when nostalgia begins to
take hold.We start looking backward and convincing ourselves that the best years are already
behind us. We remember a version of life that feels simpler and more manageable than the
one we are currently living. Eventually, we feel the urge to tell younger people that things
were better when we were their age.But were they really?Or did we simply have fewer
significant things to worry about?

When | was seven years old, my biggest concern was whether | would make it home in time to
watch my favorite cartoon show. At fourteen, | worried about missing updates about my
favorite boy band while | was at school.
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At seventeen, | was convinced that figuring out if my crush liked me back was one of the most
important challenges | would ever face in life. By twenty, my concerns shifted toward
academic grades and whether | would be able to build a successful career. Now, as | approach
twenty-two, | find myself thinking about larger questions. | worry about the state of the world,
political conflicts, the wars that are going on, technological change, artificial intelligence and
what these developments might mean for society in the future. The concerns become heavier
with age.

Looking back, | can laugh at the things that worried me as a child. Yet those worries were
completely real to the seven-year-old version of me. Missing that cartoon show genuinely felt
like the end of the world the same way my current worries feel important now. A few years
from today, | will probably look back at my present concerns with the same perspective.

That is why the past often appears so appealing.

| would love to return to being seven years old even if everything was not perfect because |
now know how small those problems were compared to the things | need to worry about
today. The stress was real at the time but hindsight allows me to see how manageable it
actually was.

When people long for the "good old days," they are often longing for a period when life felt
less overwhelming. The past becomes a place where today's burdens cannot reach us. We
forget that every stage of life came with its own frustrations and fears. The existence of
problems never quite cease it's just that the scale of the problems we carry change drastically.

That is why nostalgia has such a powerful hold on us and perhaps that is not a bad thing.

According to the American Psychological Association, nostalgia helps connect us with our
sense of self. By reflecting on our past experiences, we gain a clearer understanding of who
we have been, who we are now and who we hope to become in the future.

The past matters because it shaped who we are today. But at the same time, the present
deserves just as much attention and presence of mind. One day, this moment will become
part of the past too. The ordinary experiences we barely notice now may eventually become
the memories we miss most.The world will continue to change. Technology will continue to
evolve. People will come and go, trends will rise and disappear and life will keep moving
forward.
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So while it is worth remembering the past, it is equally important to appreciate the present
because someday, years from now, we may find ourselves looking back at this very moment
and thinking: “Things were pretty good back then.”

Abida Afsara Golondaz

L) January 2025 Semester
S Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Mass

‘ & . Communication
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Title: Looking Into Bangladesh's
Micro-Hotel Scene

In the throbbing heart of Dhaka, one of the planet’s most overcrowded megacities with
densities soaring beyond 35,000 people per square kilometer, traditional hospitality models
are showing signs of flaw. Land scarcity, skyrocketing real estate prices, and surging demand
from more young professionals and domestic travelers have created an accommodation crisis
that demands radical innovation. Capsule hotels, which are compact, highly efficient pod
rooms that originated in Japan, represent not just an alternative, but also a visionary and
sustainable answer for Bangladesh's future. Far from being a cost-cutting gimmick, they
promise to maximize limited urban space and reduce operational expenses in a highly
populated, resource-limited country. Yet, can this foreign concept overcome deep-rooted
cultural preferences, unstable infrastructure, and regulatory inertia? That is honestly the exact
same question my mind was just trying to figure out!

The global capsule hotel market has grown rapidly, valued at around $300 million in recent
years and projected to reach $500 million or more by 2032, with compound annual growth
rates of 10% in many forecasts. The Asia-Pacific area dominates by holding for more than
50-70% of the industry, because of high urban density, tourism, and budget-conscious
tourists. Countries such as Japan, China, Singapore have successfully implemented the
concept. Subsequently, Bangladesh fits this profile perfectly. With over 170 million people and
Dhaka ranking among the world's densest cities, land scarcity is driving up real estate prices
significantly. Domestic tourism remains significant, fueled by popular sites such as Cox's Bazar,
Sylhet, and Kuakata, while business travel generate demand for short-stay options. Although
overseas visitors remain small, the sector makes a significant contribution to GDP and
indirectly supports millions of job opportunities. Capsule hotels could effectively target
young professionals, students, budget tourists, and transit passengers near airports, bus
terminals, or railway stations. Their modular designs allow for quick deployment, potentially
filling essential gaps where traditional hotels are either too expensive or simply unavailable.

The advantages of capsule hotels in Bangladesh are attractive from both a sustainability and
innovative standpoint. These tiny units stack efficiently, maximizing revenue per square
meter—often achieving two to three times the occupancy density of traditional hotels. In
land-scarce Dhaka city, this technique translates swiftly into lower acquisition costs and a
faster return on investment.
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Factory-built modular components can be used in construction to save time and money in
the face of continually rising material import costs. Another key advantage is affordability,
with per-night rates that could be similar to the ordinary 2-star hotels, appealing strongly to
price-conscious Bangladeshis and regional travelers. Given the country's big youth
demographic, which values experiences over luxury, this model is well aligned with evolving
global trends. It may promote economic inclusion by appealing to single travelers, and
accommodating short-stay business guests.

On an operational level, the high turnover suits round-the-clock functionality, while
technology including mobile apps for booking, contactless entry, and loT monitoring can
help speed up management in a market often challenged by skilled labor shortages. These
hotels will also create jobs in the hospitality sector while consuming fewer overall resources.
Success in key urban hubs might inspire thoughtful expansions to secondary cities or tourist
areas with necessary local adaptations. On a broader scale, introducing capsule hotels
positions Bangladesh as an innovative player in South Asian hospitality.

The advantages of capsule hotels in Bangladesh are attractive from both a sustainability and
innovative standpoint. These tiny units stack efficiently, maximizing revenue per square
meter—often achieving two to three times the occupancy density of traditional hotels. In
land-scarce Dhaka city, this technique translates swiftly into lower acquisition costs and a
faster return on investment.

Capsule Hotel near Dhaka Airport in 2040
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Factory-built modular components can be used in construction to save time and money in
the face of continually rising material import costs. Another key advantage is affordability,
with per-night rates that could be similar to the ordinary 2-star hotels, appealing strongly to
price-conscious Bangladeshis and regional travelers. Given the country's big youth
demographic, which values experiences over luxury, this model is well aligned with evolving
global trends. It may promote economic inclusion by appealing to single travelers, and
accommodating short-stay business guests.

On an operational level, the high turnover suits round-the-clock functionality, while
technology including mobile apps for booking, contactless entry, and IoT monitoring can
help speed up management in a market often challenged by skilled labor shortages. These
hotels will also create jobs in the hospitality sector while consuming fewer overall resources.
Success in key urban hubs might inspire thoughtful expansions to secondary cities or tourist
areas with necessary local adaptations. On a broader scale, introducing capsule hotels
positions Bangladesh as an innovative player in South Asian hospitality.

Despite these promising aspects, significant challenges cannot be overlooked. Cultural and
social barriers will remain prominent, as many Bangladeshi travelers traditionally prefer
private rooms suitable for families or greater personal privacy, particularly within a relatively
conservative society. Elderly guests, families and couples might find the pods unsuitable for
their needs as it will be designed for each person for accommodation. Furthermore, unreliable
electricity and water supply, and also slow internet access might harm the guest's experience,
as pods would rely significantly on regular air conditioning, reliable charging power outlets,
and proper ventilation. Backup generators would add to operational costs, while poor road
networks and transport connectivity in many tourist destinations will complicate logistics.

However, Focusing initially on a female-only section makes strong business sense in the
Bangladeshi cultural context. A dedicated female section in the hotel premises with secure
access would attract solo female travelers, working women, and families comfortable sending
daughters or sisters. This segmentation will build trust and differentiate the offering from
mixed-gender traditional hotels. Cleanliness standards, regular sanitization, and 24/7 security
would be crucial as well. Additionally, Affordability will also be a game changer. Many
Bangladeshi travelers operate on tight budgets. A capsule stay could be priced significantly
lower than traditional accommodations. Hourly subscription models will also add flexibility
and revenue during off seasons.
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Critics may suggest that capsule hotels are unsuitable for Bangladesh's hospitality business,
citing cultural preferences for larger rooms. However, this skepticism is premature. The
concept has never been tested here, so dismissing it outright ignores global success stories
and local adaptability. Our country is known for embracing new ideas quickly once
introduced. While capsule hotels may seem unfamiliar initially, the concept of efficient,
modern living aligns with the country’s youthful, tech-adopting population. Positive
word-of-mouth and environmental standpoint combined with good hygiene and safety,
would drive repeat visits. While unfamiliarity exists today, we Bangladeshis have a proven
track record of rapidly adopting beneficial new concepts. With thoughtful implementation,
capsule hotels could not only work but thrive, contributing to a more inclusive and dynamic
hospitality industry.

@ Alvi Zahin
September 2023 Semester

Bachelor of Hospitality Administration
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Title: Black Myth: Wukong - A Journey
Through Myth, Power, and Humanity

Video games today are not only about entertainment anymore. Some games tell stories in
ways that feel just as meaningful as films or novels. One recent example is Black Myth:
Wukong, an action role-playing game developed by the Chinese studio Game Science. At
first, | thought it was simply another difficult combat game inspired by titles like Dark
Souls, but after learning more about its story and themes, | realized it was much deeper
than that. The game combines mythology, philosophy, and emotional storytelling while
introducing players to one of the most famous legends in Chinese literature: Journey to the
West.

The game is heavily inspired by Sun Wukong, also known as the Monkey King. In the original
story of Journey to the West, Wukong is born from a magical stone and gains supernatural
powers through training and rebellion. He becomes extremely powerful, so powerful that
he challenges Heaven itself. Because of his arrogance and uncontrollable nature, the
Buddha eventually imprisons him under a mountain for five hundred years. Later, he joins
the monk Tang Sanzang on a dangerous journey to retrieve sacred Buddhist scriptures from
India. Throughout the journey, Wukong fights demons and monsters while slowly learning
discipline, responsibility, and self-control.

What makes Black Myth: Wukong interesting is that it does not simply retell the old story in
a straightforward way. Instead, the game feels darker and more mysterious, almost like a
forgotten legend being rediscovered. The player controls a character known as the
“Destined One,” who appears connected to Wukong’s legacy. As the story progresses, the
world feels broken and haunted by the consequences of past conflicts. Many enemies are
not purely evil; some are tragic figures shaped by suffering, revenge, or corruption. This
makes the game more emotionally engaging because every battle feels connected to a
larger story.

One of the strongest parts of the game is its atmosphere. The environments are beautiful
but unsettling at the same time. Ancient temples, ruined villages, snowy mountains, and
dark forests all create a feeling that the player is travelling through a forgotten mythological
world. The developers clearly put a lot of effort into representing Chinese culture and
folklore. Instead of copying Western fantasy settings that are common in many modern
games, Black Myth: Wukong embraces its own cultural identity, which makes it stand out.
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The combat system also deserves attention. Battles are fast, challenging, and require
patience. Wukong’s abilities, such as shapeshifting and magical attacks, make combat feel
creative instead of repetitive. At times, the difficulty can be frustrating, especially during
boss fights, but overcoming those challenges feels rewarding. The bosses themselves are
memorable because many are based on creatures from mythology. Each one has a unique
design and personality, making every encounter feel important.

What | personally found most meaningful about the game is its deeper message about
identity and human nature. Wukong is often remembered as a rebellious hero who refuses
to obey authority, but his story is also about growth and self-understanding. In many ways,
he represents human emotions like pride, anger, ambition, and freedom. Even though he is
incredibly powerful, he still struggles with inner conflict. | think this is one reason why the
story continues to remain relevant today. People can relate to the idea of trying to find
purpose while fighting against their own flaws.

Another reason the game became so popular is because it introduced many international
players to Chinese mythology. Before this game, a lot of people outside Asia had never
heard of Journey to the West. However, after seeing the trailers and gameplay, many players
became curious about the original story. In this way, the game does more than entertain
people; it also helps share culture and literature with a global audience.

Overall, Black Myth: Wukong is more than just an action game with impressive graphics. It
is a modern interpretation of an ancient story that explores power, identity, and
redemption. Through its storytelling, atmosphere, and mythological themes, the game
shows how video games can preserve cultural history while also creating meaningful
emotional experiences for players. Even for someone unfamiliar with Chinese mythology,
the game offers a memorable journey that feels both exciting and thoughtful.

Mohammad Ashiful Hossain
MAY 2026 Semester

Faculty of Computer Science and
Digital Innovation
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Student Event Photo Album

Student Affairs and Alumni at UCSI University Bangladesh Branch
Campus continue to foster a vibrant campus life through diverse
student-led activities that promote creativity, collaboration, and
leadership beyond the classroom.

During the semester, several clubs organized engaging events that
enriched the student experience. Highlights included the energetic
Outdoor Sports Carnival, the intellectually stimulating Trivia Wars,
and the culturally engaging World Games Festival. Sports
enthusiasts also participated in the competitive UCSI Futsal
Championship, showcasing teamwork and sportsmanship.

Creative expression was celebrated through the Photography Club’s
LensCraft, while the Adventure Club’s Tangail Day Tour 2026 offered
students an opportunity to explore nature and strengthen
friendships. Innovation and digital awareness were emphasized
during the IT Club’'s Al 360 & Breaking the Breach, and business
creativity was showcased in the Ad Wars competition. The semester
concluded with the Winter Donation Drive 2026, reflecting the
university community’'s commitment to social responsibility.

Together, these events highlight the dynamic student culture at UCSI
University Bangladesh Branch Campus, where learning, creativity,
and community engagement come together to shape a holistic
educational experience.
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Sonargaon Tour Campus Kickoff EA FC Tournament

Pohela Boishakh 1433 Channel | Visit

FIFA WORLD Cup (Flash Mob) Dean’s Honour List Award Ceremony -
January 2026 Semester
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Photography Event Winter Donation Drive 2025

The Grand Indoor Showdown
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